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MOTE Scientist Joins Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Jay Leverone, Ph.D. New Staff Scientist (photo attached)

Sarasota, FL –The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program (SBEP) is pleased to announce that Jay Leverone, Ph.D. has been appointed staff scientist for the Program.  “We are delighted to have Jay as the newest member of our team.  His breadth of research knowledge about the ecology of west Florida bays and estuaries will be invaluable to the Program and to the continued restoration of Sarasota Bay,” comments Mark Alderson, SBEP Executive Director.

Prior to joining SBEP Dr. Leverone was a research scientist at Mote Marine Laboratory for twenty-eight years. His research centered on the characterization of estuarine habitats and how they are impacted by physical disturbances and by water quality degradation. Jay is also an expert in the identification and taxonomy of marine invertebrates.  

More recently, he has turned his attention to the restoration of local shellfish populations.  Working with state and private research partners, he has developed improved techniques for enhancing populations of bay scallops in Florida.  Recent increases in local scallop populations have coincided with his restoration efforts in Tampa and Sarasota Bays. 

Leverone has led the way in restoring important oyster habitat for the SBEP. Oyster bars offer critical habitat for juvenile fish and crustaceans (crabs and shrimp), which in turn attract popular sport fish- redfish, in particular-which are highly prized catches for recreational anglers.

The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program is dedicated to restoring the area’s greatest natural asset—Sarasota Bay. It strives to improve water quality, increase habitat and enhance the natural resources of the area for use and enjoyment by the public. Sarasota Bay is one of 28 estuaries in the United States that has been named by the U.S. Congress as an “estuary of national significance.”
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