
The continued restoration of 
Sarasota Bay includes the 

removal of such exotic species as 
Australian Pine (seen here) that 
infest our coastal systems and alter 
the beauty and productivity of 
native habitats.

Algae – any of various primitive, chiefly aquatic, one-celled 
or multicellular plants that lack true stems, roots, and leaves 
but usually contain chlorophyll. Included among the algae 
are kelps and other seaweeds and the diatoms.

Algal bloom - a proliferation of algae in a body of water 
often associated with excess nutrients (especially phosphorus 
and nitrogen) in the water column and/or sediments.

Artificial reef – a manmade reef of sunken ships, cars, demo-
lition spoil, military tanks, oil rigs or specially constructed 
modules deployed for the purpose of promoting marine life.

Bacteria - small single-celled organisms from the Moneran 
kingdom. They are known as prokaryotes, which are clas-
sified together because they lack nuclear membranes. They 
are the most primitive living beings, but help in the nitrogen 
cycle.

Coastal lagoon – a shallow body of water especially one that 
is separated from a sea by sandbars, barrier islands or coral 
reefs located on, near or bordering a coast or seashore.

Chlorophyll - a chemical mixture or compound found in 
the chloroplasts of plant cells that gives plants their green 
color. Plants use chlorophyll to convert the energy of sun-
light to food in the process known as photosynthesis.

Creek – a natural stream or channel, normally smaller than 
and often flowing into a river.

Deep-well injection system – a process whereby liquid, 
usually either treated water or treated wastewater, is pumped 
underground.

Dredging – removing bottom material from a waterway.

Ecological/habitat restoration - altering an area in such a 
way as to reestablish an ecosystem’s structure and function, 
usually bringing it back to its original (pre-disturbance) state.

Ecosystem – an interdependent and dynamic system of liv-
ing organisms with their physical and geographical environ-
ment.

Effluent – the liquid waste of sewage and industrial process-
ing.

Embayment – indention in a shoreline forming a bay.

Enhancement - modification of a natural or created habitat 
to increase the level of one or more functions, typically to 
the detriment of other functions.

Erosion – the loosening, transporting, and wearing away of 

The Gulf Coast of Florida is rich in culture and 
history—offering a wide range of distinctive 

recreational and educational experiences. On the Gulf 
Coast Heritage Trail, area residents and tourists can visit 
environmental, cultural and historical gems throughout 
the region. Points of interest along the trail include 
nature walks, bicycle paths, scenic trails, museums, 
historical monuments, wildlife viewing sites, and 
mapped kayak and canoe trails.

 The recommended routes are segmented into three 
loops, each accessible by car. The North auto tour loop 
winds through Manatee County’s downtown waterfronts 
and along the scenic Manatee River. The Central route 
takes visitors to points of interest in the City of Sarasota 
and northern Sarasota County, including the area’s cultural 
district, exceptional beaches and Marie Selby Botanical 
Gardens. The South tour focuses on the cultural treasures in 
southern Sarasota County, among them Osprey Fishing Pier 
and Historic Spanish Point.

Users Guide to Area Map
 The Gulf Coast Heritage Trail is the purple line that is 
shown on the Project Area Map. The highlighted projects 
represent the comprehensive range of projects that comprise 
the mission of the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program.

 The map delineates such priorities as seagrass coverage, 
habitat restoration sites, artificial reefs and oyster restoration 
projects. Historic and cultural points of interest are decribed 
and depicted along the trail in the Gulf Coast Heritage Trail 
Brochure, available at the tourist information centers. 

The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program continues to make prog-
ress in its efforts in Manatee and Sarasota counties to restore 
Sarasota Bay, our area’s greatest natural treasure. 

South Creek, a tributary of the Sarasota Bay 
estuary, runs through Oscar Scherer State Park, 
site #93 on the Gulf Coast Heritage Trail.

Ray’s Canoe Hideaway located on the 
Upper Manatee River, site #10 on the 
Gulf Coast Heritage Trail.

Towles Court is an artist colony in downtown Sarasota, site 
#77 on the Gulf Coast Heritage Trail. 

Look for road signs like these to 
guide you along the Gulf Coast 
Heritage Trail.
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MISSION

The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program (SBEP) is dedicated                                        
to improving and protecting the area’s greatest and                                          

 most important natural asset—Sarasota Bay.                                                   

SBEP strives to improve water quality, increase habitat                                        
and enhance the natural resources of the area for use                                              

 and enjoyment by the public.


